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October 8, 1897 



Yellow fever in the United States, etc.— Continued. 



States. 



Mississippi.. 



Texas- 



Cities. 



Edwards.. 



McHenry 

Nitta Yuma 

Ocean Springs 



Scranton . 



Perkinston .. 
Beaumont... 



Date. 



Oct. 3 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 6 
Sept. J 5 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 25 
Sept. 26 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 29 
Sept. 30 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Sept. 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 25 
Sept. 26 
Sept. 27 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 29 
Sept. 30 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 26 
Sept. 27 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 6 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 22 



Deaths. 



[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Yellow fever on Norwegian steamship John Wilson. 

[Telegram.] 

Lewes, Del., Octobers, 1897. 
Norwegian steamship John Wilson, ten days from Bocas del Toro, 
Colombia, arrived this noon ; cargo, bananas. Mate put ashore Bocas 
September 23 with brain fever, according to medical certificate. Pre- 
vious voyage left Mobile September 12. Mate sick 15th. Landed 23d. 
Diagnosis there malaria. Return voyage chief engineer sick 27th ; 
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died October 1. Body on board. Believe both cases yellow fever ; will 
bury engineer here, and remand vessel to Reedy Island for disinfection. 

Wertenbaker, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. H. H. S. 

The cargo of bananas was dumped 5 miles at sea, and the vessel held 
at Reedy Island for disinfection. 

Yellow fever on the Norwegian steamship John Wilson. 

Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station, 

Lewes, Del., October 8, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to confirm my telegram of this afternoon 
announcing the arrival at this station of the Norwegian steamship John 
Wilson, and to report more fully. The John Wilson left Mobile on 
September 12 for Bocas del Toro, a small place in Colombia. She has 
been engaged in carrying bananas, and was ordered to Philadelphia 
instead of Mobile, on account of yellow fever at the latter place. When 
two days out from Mobile (September 14), the mate, Martens, was taken 
sick. The history as given by the master is very meager, but as well 
as I can gather, it was as follows : Man had slight headache, and some 
rather severe pains in the bowels ; bowels constipated ; had fever ; 
stomach irritable, and had several attacks of vomiting, though master 
states that vomited matter consisted chiefly of food ; no black vomit. 
Case grew steadily worse, tongue coated, bowels moving freely on 
account of cathartics given. Vessel arrived at Bocas on 18th, doctors 
were called to see case, and were suspicious of yellow fever ; patient 
delirious; had not slept for several days. Twenty -second, vessel left 
for lagoon to load, case still on board ; 23d, patient acutely delirious, 
wanted to jump overboard, fever high, no marked symptoms obtain- 
able ; was sent ashore on 23d, and left in hospital. A certificate signed 
by the port surgeon, states that the case was one of "cerebral fever 
which developed from malarial fever." It also states that an isolated, 
fatal case of yellow fever occurred at Bocas del Toro on September 16. 

The vessel having loaded and put the mate ashore, left for Phila- 
delphia on September 23. On the 27th the chief engineer, Charles 
Peterson, aged 27, nativity Norway, was taken sick, with following 
symptoms : Headache, sick all over, bowels constipated, felt very tired, 
fever ; 28th, no better, vomited a little, stomach very irritable, feverish, 
pulse ranging from 90 to 100, commencing delirium ; 29th, could not 
talk, tongue thick and swollen, delirium, growing weaker ; 30th, more 
delirious, pulse quick and feeble, whites of eyes injected ; October 1, 
died at 6 a. m. Body was on board on arrival. On inspection, the 
skin had a yellowish tinge, and the whites of the eyes were decidedly 
yellow. Body was buried in station cemetery, in quick lime, by the 
crew of the vessel, after which the vessel was remanded to Reedy 
Island for disinfection. 

I am of the opinion that both of these cases were yellow fever, in 
spite of the certificate of the port surgeon to the contrary. The mate's 
case could hardly have been inflammation of the brain with only the 
slight headache that he had. There was no evidence of any chill, fol- 
lowed by fever and sweating, nor any evidence of remissions that 
might be expected in malaria. The fact that it occurred two days 
after leaving Mobile, which at that time was an infected port, makes 
the case all the more suspicious. As to the case of the chief engineer, 



